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Background  
Previous research on variables that influence the health of and lives of persons 
living with HIV (PLWH) has mostly focused on identifying varying social-ecological 
factors. While some have examined elements of the built environment that may 
influence the health of this population, little research has been conducted in 
evaluating participants’ perceptions of the built environment and its impact on their 
lives and health. 
Objectives 
The objective of this study was to analyze in-depth interviews from a Community 
Health Study of PLWH in Jefferson County, AL to elucidate potential relationships 
between the built environment and the lives & health of PLWH. More specifically 
investigated was, the influence of the presence of specific structures and services in 
the built environment and the participants’ perceived influence on their health 
investigated. 
Methods 
A qualitative analysis was performed on in-depth interviews (n=40), conducted with 
PLWH who previously established HIV medical care. Interviews were recorded, 
transcribed, coded, and triangulated through an iterative process during team 
meetings. Branched off from this process, a separate analysis was conducted on a 
random sample of interviews to identify salient codes related to the built 
environment. The codes were assigned values of either ‘present,’ ‘absent’ or ‘present 
but ‘insufficient.’  
Results  
On average, participants were 48-years-old (SD±8.9), Black (83%), and male (70%). 
Over 100 codes resulted in 10 coding categories: sidewalks, community centers, 
exercise facilities, churches, grocery/food, streetlights, transportation, parks, 
healthcare, and aesthetics. Frequency of codes mentioned in transcripts ranged 
from 42% for exercise facilities & streetlights, 56% for sidewalks & churches, 79% 
for community centers, parks & healthcare, 89% for grocery/food & transportation 
and 100% for aesthetics. Value distributions within codes were varied greatly 
across categories.  
Conclusions 
Codes related to sidewalks, exercise facilities and transportation varied in 
quantitative presence, but were overwhelmingly directional in nature of values. 
Coding categories such as community centers and churches emerged as salient 
through exploratory coding. Grocery/food, healthcare and aesthetics categories 
presented with complex code value distributions.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
MPH Competencies strengthened by the project 
 Conducting research for new insights and innovative solutions to health 

problems 
 Diagnosing and investigating health problems and health hazards in the 

community  using an ecological framework 
 Apply social and behavioral science theories and concepts to public health 

problems 
 Mobilizing community partnerships and action to identify and solve health 
 problems 

 Communicating effectively with public health constituencies in oral and 
written forms 

 Communicate effectively with investigators in other areas of public health 
 Understand and apply the principles of community participation in public 

health  research and interventions 
 Develop presentations based on statistical methods and analyses for both 

public  health professionals and educated lay audiences 
Concentration Specific Competencies 
 Describe to specific communities or general populations the direct and 

indirect human and ecological effects of major environmental agents 
 Specify approaches for assessing, preventing, and controlling environmental 

hazards that pose risks to human health and the environment 
 Develop a testable model of an environmental insult or design a way to 

evaluate an environmental insult 
Public Health Relevance 

 Potential to inform interventions targeted at transportation and exercise 
facility use 

 Prompts deeper assessments in healthcare and grocery/food to evaluate 
available resources 

 Aesthetics category results challenge traditional definitions of the built 
environment 

 Highlights gap in standardized tools for assessment of built environments 


